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From the Directorôs Desk 
Dear Catechists, 
 

As August turns to September, I would like to begin by 
welcoming both returning and new catechists to the 2015 -2016 
teaching year.  
 

I am pleased to report that the overall response to the Finding 
God  program has been quite positive from pastors, teachers 
and families. There is an order sheet for student textbooks on 
the last two pages of this newsletter. Parishes who have not 
taken up the new program or who are doing so in stages may 
also order their teachers guides and easels with those forms. 
 

One item deserving a special highlight is the guidelines for 
sacramental preparation and catechesis in the Diocese of Prince 
Albert. Please take the time to read and reflect upon these 
recommendations that the Diocese has set forth. 
 

Details about the fall catechist workshop can be found on page 2 
of this newsletter. This yearôs presenter will also be offering a 
short review on how to use the Finding God Program. Parishes 
please be sure to send your new catechists to these sessions. 
 

The Western Conference for Catholic Religious Educators is 
holding their bi -annual conference in the Archdiocese of St. 
Boniface this year. Bursaries are available for those who wish to 
attend the conference, please contact me for more info.  
 

The last Sunday in September will be catechetical Sunday when 
all catechists are commissioned and blessed for their ministry in 
the coming year. Please make a special effort to attend your 
parish Mass that weekend. 
 

As the new year begins, please know that I am here to be of 
assistances to the catechists and families. Please do not hesitate 

to contact me with any questions or concerns.  
 

I pray that during these last days of August you will continue to 
find time to enjoy rest and relaxation; and as the new 
catechetical year begins, may your life bear witness to the faith 
we profess. 
 

Leaving nothing undared for the Kingdom,  
Christine Taylor, Director of Catechetics  
Family, Youth and Children 
 

Table of contentsé 

     Pg 1 Letter for the Director  

Pg 2 Fall Catechist Training Info  

Pg 3 Cat.Chat Concert Flyer  

Pg 4 & 5 Sacramental Prep and Catechism Programs 

for Children Guidelines  

Pg 6 & 7 Restored Order Resources  

Pg 8 & 9 WCCRE Conference Flyer and Registration  

Pg 10 Strong Catholic Families Information  

Pg 10 Synod on the Family Prayer  

Pg 11 & 12 Order form Finding God Resources  

What is  hope?  
 

It is the  presentiment  

that imagination is more  real 
and reality is less real than it  looks. 

 
It is the  hunch 

that the overwhelming brutality of facts 
 that oppress and repress us 

is not the last word. 

 
It is the suspicion that reality is more  complex  

than the realists want us to believe  - 
that the frontiers of the possible 

are not determined by the limits of the actual ï  

and in a miraculous and unexplained way, 
life is opening up creative events 

which will open the  way 
to freedom and resurrection. 

 
But the two ï suffering and hope ï 

must live from each other. 

Suffering without  hope 
produces resentment and despair. 

But, hope without  suffering 
creates illusions, naiveté and drunkenness. 

 

So let us plant dates - 
even though we who plant them will never eat 

them. 
 

We must live by the love of what we will never 

see. 
That is the secret discipline. 

 
It is the refusal to let our creative act 

be dissolved by our need for immediate sense 
experience 

and it is a struggled commitment 

to the future of our  grandchildren. 
 

Such disciplined hope 
is what has given prophets, revolutionaries and 

saints, 

the courage to die for the future they  envisage. 
They make their own bodies 

the seed of their highest hopes. 1 
 

м !ƭǾŜǎΣ wǳōŜƳ !ΦΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜΚΣέ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿϥǎ 
/ƘƛƭŘΥ LƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ /ǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ мǎǘ ŜŘΦ όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ IŀǊǇŜǊ ϧ wƻǿΣ мфтнύ  
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Joe Paprocki, D.Min., is National Consultant for Faith Formation at Loyola 
Press in Chicago. He has over 25 years of experience in pastoral ministry in 
the  Archdiocese of Chicago. Joe is the  author of numerous books on pastoral  
ministry and catechesis, including the best-selling The Catechistôs Toolbox 
and Well-Built Faith. Joe, who earned his masterôs degree in pastoral studies 
from Loyola Universityôs Institute of Pastoral Studies, recently received his  
doctor of ministry degree from the University of St. Mary of the Lake,        

Mundelein, IL. Joe serves as an 8th grade catechist and blogs about the experience at Catechistôs 
Journey. He and his wife, Joanne, and their two grown children live in Evergreen Park, IL.  

In The Bible Blueprint,  

best-selling  author Joe Paprocki 
makes understanding the Bible 
not only easy for the person in 
the pew, but downright fun!    
Using witty cartoons, thought-
provoking sidebars, and short 
quizzes to supplement his easy-
to-grasp teachings on the Bible, 
Paprocki guides lay Catholics to 
a solid understanding of the 
structure,             
organization,       
and purpose of 
God's Word. 

OUR DIOCESAN CATECHETICS PROGRAM 
Finding God: Our Response to Godôs Gifts 

Know Your Faith. Grow in Faith. Go in Faith.  
 
Our faith is meant to be lived out in our homes,  
at our schools, in our jobs, and in our communities.   
Finding God: Our Response to Godôs Gifts is a faith 
formation program that invites children and their   
parents into a new way of living in relationship with 
God, family, community, and the world. This       
comprehensive program provides sound doctrine, 

Scripture, Tradition, and 
prayer through experiential 
activities that make these    
essential lessons part of a  
lifelong practice of faith.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2nd  

St. Joseph Calasanctius Parish  
North Battleford  

 

5:45 - 6:45 p.m.   Finding God Overview 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.   The Bible Blueprint 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3rd  

St. Joseph Parish Prince Albert  
 

10:00 a.m. - noon The Bible Blueprint 
1:00.ï 3:00 p.m.  Finding God Overview 

The Finding God overview is particularly geared towards those using the program.  
The presentation on Scripture is being particularly organized as a formation program for all who 
share faith with adults, youth or children. For Catechists for all ages, RCIA Teams, Parish Priests, 

Catholic School staffébecause of the broad interest base everyone is welcome!!!   
 

All who registers prior to September 22 will receive The Bible Blueprint at no cost ï those who  
register after will be charged $10 for the book. Other books will be given away at the event.  

REGISTER TODAY! By calling Christine or Andrea at (306)922 -4747 extension (227 or 228) or by email 

at catechetics@padiocese.ca or programsecretary@padiocese.ca. Coffee and juice with a light snack at 
all sessions. Lunch will be provided for those who attend both Saturday sessions. When registering 

please indicate which session(s) you will be attending.  

http://www.loyolapress.com/the-catechists-toolbox-by-joe-paprocki.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/well-built-faith-catholics-sharing-what-we-believe.htm
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/
http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/
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        #/.#%24 ͽ 2ÉÖÉÅÒ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙ 
  1405 Bishop  Pascal Place ð Prince Albert, SK  

   Wed. Nov. 11 th  ð 6:30 pm  
        Advanced ticket prices :$5/person, or $15/family   

          or at the door:  $7/person, or $25/family  

  Contact Christine Taylor олс-фнн-птпт (ext.227) or Andrea (ext  Φннуύ  
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The Roman Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert began the process of renewing the order of the Sacraments 

of Initiation for children in 2006. By placing Confirmation at this age, the Diocese of Prince Albert follows 

the natural sequence of the Sacraments of Christian Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and then recep-

tion of First Eucharist. Pope Paul VI stated the following:  

The sharing in the divine nature given to men through the grace of Christ bears a cer-

tain likeness to the origin, development, and nourishing of natural life. The faithful are 

born anew by Baptism, strengthened by the sacrament of          Confirmation, and re-

ceived in the Eucharist the food of eternal life. By means of these sacraments of Chris-

tian initiation, they thus receive in increasing measure the treasures of the divine life 

and advance toward the perfection of charity (CCC 1212). 

It should also be noted that this is the sequence followed by RCIA ( Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults ), 

which requires that children and adults in the catechumenate receive all three     sacraments together, 

even if the children are younger than the age at which the Catholic    children of the parish are routinely 

confirmed and by the Eastern Catholic Churches for infants and adults alike (CCC 1232). 

In addition, by placing Confirmation prior to the reception of First Eucharist it makes it easier to view the 

Eucharist as the "summit" of Christian initiation (CCC 1233). 

Therefore, in the Diocese of Prince Albert, all baptized persons who have reached the age of reason 

should be appropriately prepared and receive the Sacrament of Confirmation before the reception of the 

Holy Eucharist at the same celebration of the Mass. 

 

A presentation for parents and the parish on the Restored Order of the Sacraments can be  requested 

from the Diocesan Office of Catechetics by contacting Christine Taylor at (306)922-4747 extension 227 

or catechetics@padiocese.ca. There is also a question and answer article on the Catechetics webpage at 

http://www.padiocese.ca/diocesan -programs19/catechetics-family-youth-children.html.  
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We Share in 
the Eucharist  
(new book for 

2010 replaces 
the red book)  

 

 
¶ This book has a parent section. 

¶ There is a leaders guide 

¶ Purchase through Novalis, Twenty-

third Publication or Universal 

Church Supplies in Saskatoon  
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We Prepare for        
Reconciliation 
(new book for 

2010 replaces 
the yellow 

book) 

 
¶ This book has a parent section. 

¶ There is a leaders guide 

¶ Purchase through Novalis,   

Twenty-third Publication or    

Universal Church Supplies in  

Saskatoon  

Come, Spirit 
of God by 
Catherine 

Ecker and 
Margaret 

Bick 

 
¶ Confirmation preparation. 

¶ There is a leaders guide also 

¶ Purchase either through Novalis 

or Universal Church Supplies in   

Saskatoon 

First Reconciliation  
and  

Confirmation with  
First   Eucharist 

 

 

 
¶ These books both include a parent section. 

¶ A leaders guide can be purchased for both     

resources. 

¶ Purchase through Pflaum or Universal Church 

Supplies in Saskatoon. 

ƻǊ ƻǊ 

Come Join Us at the Table  
by Muriel Loftus and  
Lawrence Demong, OSB  

   
 

¶ A leaders guide can be purchased. 

¶ Six sessions.  A little light in regards to  

confirmation and first reconciliation ð could include either 

of the first reconciliation books above and Come, Spirit of 
God for confirmation, if using this resource.  

¶ Purchase either through Novalis or Universal Church     

Supplies in Saskatoon 

In the Diocese of Prince Albert, the Restoration of the Order of the Sacraments of Initiation is the 
norm. This means that for the majority of the children in the Diocese of Prince Albert, Confirmation 
is celebrated prior to First Eucharist at the same celebration of the Mass. 
 
If however an older child comes to the parish to be confirmed and resources are required please 
contact the Diocesan Office of Catechetics for suggestions. 

MATERIALS FOR YOUTH SEEKING FULL ENTRY INTO THE CHURCH (Grade 7 & UP)  

 
Journey of Faith for Teens (There are also editions of this program for children and adults.)    

¶ This is an RCIA program at a teenage level. 

¶ This would also be a great program to use for a youth group ð as the catechetical component. 

¶ There is a leaders guide  

¶ Purchase through Liguori Publications or Universal Church Supplies in Saskatoon  


